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Abstract 

 
The devil of Western Christianity, originally was the angel served by the side of God. 
Because of its pride and competitiveness, its eternal life was banished from the air to the 
eternal fiery hell of eternal suffering. To convey the doctrine of Christian, Missionary 
propagandas in Ming and Qing Dynasty usually describes more in the deeds of devils. 
Among them, Lodovico “The Essentials of Transcendence” is the most detailed and richest 
in content. Lodovico “The Essentials of Transcendence” is the first Chinese translation of St. 
Thomas Aquinas “Summa Theologica”. Compared to the Chinese version of “Summa 
Theologica” today, the correction of the two books in terms of style, style, structure, etc., has 
the research value of comparative analysis, which is sufficient as a reference basis for 
missionary background and strategic exploration, and can be used to observe the translation 
sources of “Supernatural Essentials”. Moreover, St. Thomas Aquinas theological and 
philosophical thrusts, through the pluralistic interpretation of different genres, not only 
outline a clearer ideological appearance, but also a clearer theme spirit. This article is based 



on the comparison of the contents of the devil in the two books, then compares the contents 
of the devil's "instant opposite" and "punishment in the air" as a time-space study of the 
devil's theme. Through the comparative analysis of the two books, the motivation and 
cultural cognition of the translation of Lodovico's "Essentials of Transcendence" are 
presented, the demonic content that is not translated too esoteric and difficult to understand, 
and the long-length classic quotations are also deleted and omitted to conform to the 
background of the era of the translated text. Devil’s time and space content in the Chinese 
version of “Summa Theologica”, is enough to concretely express Aquinas's spirit of thoughts 
and classical teachings. 
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