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Exploring the Recommendations and Translations of Western = “Theory of Soul” by the missionaries of the Ming
and Qing Dynasties
— Taking the concept of soul in the preliminary pages of “Ling Yan Li Shao” , “Xing Xue Cu Shu” , and “Chao Xing Xue Yao”
as the examples

Lin,ShanWen

Professor, GeneralEducation CenterDelinInstitute of Technology

Abstract

The preface of the book, such as the introduction, preface and notes on the use of a book, serves the
purpose of the book, the concept of the translation, and the description of the style, which is the key point of
the book and the intention of the compilation, and is of great value to the research. Both the introduction of
“Ling Yan Li Shao” and the preface of “Xing Xue Cu Shu” refer to the western concept of the theory of soul.
The two books were written in a similar time period, and the theories of the philosophy of God are quite
similar in their use and presentation, but there are differences in the style of compilation and the selection of
key points. As for the preface and notes on the use of “Chao Xing Xue Yao”, its synthesis of Western
doctrine and its introduction to the thought of Aristotle and Aquinas are all helpful in constructing a Western
conception of soul theory for the Chinese people of today. This paper lists the preface and introduction of
“Ling Yan Li Shao”, “Xing Xue Cu Shu”, and “Chao Xing Xue Yao”, observing the use of terms, analogy,
and the basis of quotations, which serve as the symbols of the ideological connection, the key points of the
translations, and missionary stages of the three books. Then use the examples of “Xing Xue Cu Shu” to
analyze the connection between astronomy, anthropology, sexuality, and transcendental sexuality by
comparing the missionary messages of the three books. From the recommended translations of
"Remembering, Understanding, and Loving" in “Ling Yan Li Shao” and “Xing Xue Cu Shu” to the turning
of "Mind, Understanding, and Love" in “Chao Xing Xue Yao,” it is a general overview of the
recommendations and translations of Western academic thoughts in the course of the theory of soul from
Aristotle to Aquinas. The priests transformed Catholicism, through the elaboration of the theory of soul, into
the theories of managing the realm that was acceptable to the Chinese. The contents of the books are a
glimpse of the assistance of the Chinese Confucian scholars and the strategic footprints of the missionaries,
which is an example of the exchange and fusion of Chinese and Western ideas.
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