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The Philosophy of Educational in Hwai-Nan-Tze
Ching-Wen Lin
Abstract

During late periods of “art of Huang-Lao” led by Han emperor Wen Di and Gin Di, Hwai-Nan-Tze was a
collective creation by Liu Ann and his followers. This masterpiece reflected the philosophy of education under
political situations in the beginning sixty to seventy years of Han Dynasty.The main theme of thoughts was about
Daoism, a mixture of different schools, such as Lao Lan, Shan Dao, Shan Bu Hai and Han Fei. This was the
so-called “art of Huang-Lao”—combining Confucianism, School of Yin-Yang and Bin.

Liu-An was intended to seek for political positions. Or at least, Hwai-Nan-Tze was a reference for
governing the country. On the one hand, it aimed to achieve educational purposes teaching people how to
improve life styles and training people with different skills based on their ability. On the other hand, it
emphasized knowledge inquiry. Its belief was contrary to Lao-Tze’s ideas about the mundane world. Instead, it
proposed rational thinking and cooperation of political-religious role. The Emperor should pay respect to
educators and choose the appropriate people to serve for the country. Due to background of the Age, part of the
philosophy was too unrealistic and lacked of further investigation.

Keyword: Art of Huang-Lao, Temperament change, Virtue and upright character
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