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Exploring Second Foreign Language Learning through
Contextual Culture in a Vocational College

Shiu-Ching Shih, Lin Teng-Chiao
Instructor, Department of Applied English, De Lin Institute of Technology

Assistan Commissioner, Department of Education, Taipei City Government

Abstract

This study is focused on exploring the effect of contextual cultural courses on vocational college students’
second foreign language learning and investigating whether students with different proficiency levels are able to
acquire the language. It is said that vocational college students generally have low willingness to learn and
“inspiring learning” may be beneficial for them. There will be two stages in the study: the first will target on the
course conducted in a Japanese cultural camp as part of the remedial teaching and the second experiment will be
conducted in a regular classroom. Students were divided into two proficiency groups and went through
contextual culture learning experiment. Alternate-forms method will be used after two stages of experiment. As
for learning effects, both proficiency groups demonstrated significant progress in both stages of experiment.
Students have greater knowledge about sentence patterns through cultural course when they learn Japanese. The
implication of the study indicates that relevant cultural information in earlier stage of second foreign language
learning may bring up better learning effects.

Keyword:Japanese Language Education, Second Foreign Language, Contextual Culture, Course, Learning
Effect
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